Spring 2018

Gibraltar News
Gibraltar
News
TOWN BOARD
CHAIRMAN:
Richard Skare
SUPERVISORS:
Steve Sohns
Dwayne Daubner
Barb McKesson
Bill Johnson

Mon-Fri 10 am—3 pm

The search for Gibraltar’s full-time fire chief is a reminder of how highly
diverse, skilled, and vital this role is for maintaining efficient and responsive fire and rescue services within a community.
As part of Gibraltar Fire & Rescue’s five-year plan, the department has
been evaluating the need for a full-time fire chief. Recently, an active
search for qualified candidates to fill this vacancy began.
The addition of a full-time fire chief is a growing trend across many
municipalities—and for valid reasons. Although the volunteer, paid-oncall fire department model is efficient and has served many communities
well, including Gibraltar, there are notable and cost-saving benefits to having the leadership of a full-time fire chief. This is especially relevant as the
number of new volunteers coming in struggles to keep pace with the department’s growing responsibilities.
The Town of Gibraltar is a complex area that presents unique demands and
challenges to fire and rescue volunteers. Not only is the town home to Gibraltar Area Schools, Ephraim-Gibraltar Airport, Door Community Auditorium, Northern Door YMCA, and Chambers and Strawberry Islands, it also
contains nearly 200 businesses, multiple farms, as well as year-round and
seasonal residences that cause large fluctuations in the town’s population,
response need, and risk.
Currently, a team of approximately 20 volunteer firefighters and Emergency Medical Responders (EMRs), as well as the Town police officers, manage
and respond to all fire and rescue calls within Gibraltar, as well as calls
within the Mid-Door area of Baileys Harbor and Ephraim.
(Continued on page 2)
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Summer in Fish Creek offers plenty of fun in the sun. But if you’re looking to beat the heat—or get out of
the rain—be sure to check the list of fun events scheduled at the Fish Creek Library.
POP-UP MOVIE MONDAYS (starting Monday, June 18)—If it’s raining (and it’s a Monday), stop
by the library at 2 pm for Movie Mondays. Movie to be decided that day.
BITTERSWEET BOOKIES (2nd Monday of the month)—Join us at 7 pm to talk about the
month’s book selection. A new book is chosen each month.
PLASTICS IN THE GREAT LAKES (adult program)—Presented by Anne Moser, Senior Special
Librarian from the UW-Madison Wisconsin Water Library, this program looks at the plastic and garbage
in the Great Lakes and what we can do about it. Read a little, explore the science, and brainstorm an action plan. For more information, visit doorcountylibrary.org/water.
Children can explore different topics through interactive stories and crafts.
For more information visit doorcountylibrary.org/summer or call the Fish Creek Library at
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Like many non-native shrubs, the
Japanese Barberry leafs out early,
retains its leaves late into the fall
and forms dense thickets, shading
out native plants. It also alters
soil pH, nitrogen levels, and biological activity in the soil.
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The Chambers Island Lighthouse
turns 150 years old this year.
Photos from Gibraltar Historical
Association show the lighthouse
in its early years and now.
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Creek Park was straightened. The Planning Commission will oversee
the grant work and the overall implementation of the plan. The Park &
Lands Committee will carry out the removal of invasive species and
their replacement with native plants along the creek in Fish Creek
Park. Parks & Lands will also address the problem of dying ash trees
that line the creek corridor in the park, trees that provide shade to the
creek and keep the water cool for fish and wildlife. The trees will need
to be replaced in order to maintain a healthy and thriving ecosystem.
This is an exciting opportunity to restore the creek that gave the town
its name. Whether you call the town your home year round or for
a season, we encourage everyone who loves and has an interest in
the creek to consider how you might join the efforts to bring Fish
Creek back to life.
To view the full Fish Creek Watershed Plan

As summer approaches, the
Gibraltar Police Department
reminds residents and business owners to think “safety
first” with the following tips:

•

For business owners, leave
the back interior lights on
to deter break-ins and
allow police to monitor
any suspicious activity

•

Make sure all building
doors and windows are
closed and locked at the
end of the business day

•

For residents who will be
out of town for an
extended period of time,
the Gibraltar
police will do extra patrols
at no charge. Stop in the
Town Office to fill out a
Property Security Check or
House Watch form or
download the forms from
the town website at:
www.townofgibraltar.com
/government/formspermits/

